Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 56
Call to Worship ??
We are here to worship God, because: OUR Help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens & the Earth.  God greets you with His grace:May Grace & Peace be yours thru the knowledge of the Triune God. Amen
 Let us now Worship our God as we sing a * Song of Praise:     Song #206  
 “To God be the Glory”  
Call to Confession: Deuteronomy 5
Prayer of Confession

God reassures you that HE does pardon and forgive in 1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, HE is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness!
PLEASE TURN NOW IN YOUR BIBLES TO OUR FIRST SCRIPTURE READING FROM JOHN 1:1-13
Congregational Prayer

Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #
439
“God of Grace”  
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 2:1-11 
Sermon Title:
“The Commanding Example of Christ”

* Song of Response: #310  “Praise the Savior, Now and Ever”  
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen








Doxology: 
Psalm #531 
Morning Sermon: “The Commanding Example of Christ”


   Philippians #12
Text: Philippians 2:1-11
 (5-7)  Reading: John 1:1-13
Introduction:
 Have any of you ever seen Louis Giglio’s How great is our God video on youtube? He does an amazing job of comparing the earth as a golf ball to various objects that are well known around the world. I encourage you to watch this as a family sometime soon – Particularly watch the part about the size of the stars! Some of the other things are more or less helpful – but the stars part is amazing! 

To help you get your head around just how AWESOME and INFINITE God is… I want to borrow some of his examples, but with a slightly different analogy. Imagine for a moment, that our earth was the size of a ping pong ball – How big would our Sun be? It would be just over 4.2 meters (almost to the beam above me). So imagine a circle that is wider than the walls of the platform here, and reaches almost all the way up to that beam above me. The Sun is over 100x the size of the earth! And compare that Giant circle to this ping pong ball – and you are on this, Find yourself… upper half on the North Island of New Zealand  - I took the liberty of drawing it to scale for you! (500m away) 
THAT IS HUGE ISN’T – we are tiny! Our Sun isn’t even close to being the biggest Star around… The biggest star in the Milky Way is the Peony Nebula Star – which is nearly the same scale larger than our Sun! 


So, if our SUN was the size of this Ping Pong Ball… Then the Peony Nebula star would be a giant circle that just fits inside the walls here! And earth would be too small to see without a microscope!




The Biggest Star that they have found and confirmed in size is 1,720x larger than our Sun. If our Sun was this ping pong Ball Then that star would be twice the length of the church! And I don’t mean, twice the length of the worship hall here… I mean, look all the way back to the back wall of the fellowship hall – beyond the kitchen, twice that distance is the width of the star UY Scuti – and this is us!



OR rather… and when I say Us, I mean our Sun! And Earth would be microscopic! 

If you are struggling to imagine a circle twice the length of this church… than consider this: it is about 7.5km from the church to Browns bay straight as a bird flies. If you could draw a circle that was ~7.5 km wide… then that would be the Sun, and the entire Earth would be that huge star UY Scuti!!
THAT IS MASSIVE!!! And God spoke ALL the stars into existence, and they are Millions and Billions of light years away from each other, and this massive expanse of everything that God created is nothing but a drop in the bucket compared to the Ocean of God’s Immensity and Glory! God is infinitely bigger than all creation! We are so infinitesimal in comparison to the earth, let alone the Sun, let alone UY Scuti and the size of the Universe… Compared to God, we are less than the tiniest bacteria – we are nothing!

And yet, God sent His Son… to live as Human, on this tiny ball of dust circling this puny little star! And all so that He could save sinners like you and me! AWESOME! 




That is the necessary backdrop for our text for this morning!
(Review) Two weeks ago, we began looking at Philippians 2. In the first 4 verses we saw that God’s gifts to you in Christ lead to Unity, Selfless Love, and Humble service. Verse 1 described the 4 gifts that you are given in Christ, and then in vs.2-4 Paul explains the actions and attitudes which should flow from those gifts. Paul was actively working to hold these believers in Philippi, accountable for their faith and service to Christ. 




EVERY BELIEVER, including you and me, should consider that EVERYONE else as more important than ourselves – Everyone else’s needs are more important than yours or mine! And that fact should be reflected in the way you make time for other people! Everyone else here this morning, is more important than you, and you need to treat them that way by the way you worship, fellowship, pray and serve one another during the week!
But do you?  
Paul knew well the hesitation that comes from most Christians at that challenge… and so he saved to last - his most passionate and compelling argument for selfless love, humble unity and sacrificial service! The Compelling example of our Lord Jesus Christ! 









From vs.5 onwards, Paul urges you and me to follow in the footsteps of our Lord and Savior – no longer by compelling exhortations… but by the bold leadership of your Savior King!


As we begin looking at verses 5-11, we see 3 natural divisions under 3 different themes: We see the Command, The Example, and the reward. The Command to Follow Christ’s Attitude. The Example of exactly what Christ did for you to show that Attitude. And then there is the Reward of God the Father for Christ’s sacrificial love! 

We will be dividing these verses into 3 sermons along those lines. We will look at the Command and Example this morning, and then we will look deeper at that example and Christ’s sacrifice on Good Friday, and then on Easter Sunday, we will look at Christ’s Reward.
Our Theme for this A.M. is this: God requires/commands Christians to adopt Christ’s attitude of Humility.
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Command to Follow Christ 
II. Christ’s Example to Follow
Let’s begin with:

I. The Command to Follow Christ      
(REPEAT)
a. The Command is to Have This Mind/ATTITUDE of Christ 

LOOK AT VS.5 - READ
I enjoy the precision of the Greek. Each word has a clear job to do, and each word does its job. When there is a command – that Word will be in the Imperative mood. The word will actually have a different ending to show that it is a command. The Command here is the requirement to have this attitude or to think this way – like Christ.

Even better, because each word in a sentence has very precise endings and form – you could rearrange a Greek sentence to emphasize one word or another, and the sentence could still be understood. The subject looked like a subject, the object looks like an object and you know what the verb is (so you can rearrange it for emphasis).
For example, take the sentence: Bob ate the Sandwich.  I could say:

· Bob Ate the Sandwich = which emphasizes Bob as the subject and the eater of the sandwich. 

· Ate the Sandwich Bob = would still mean the same thing, but emphasizes that the sandwich was eaten.

· The Sandwich Bob ate = still a sentence, but it emphasizes that it was the Sandwich which Bob ate.

This sounds confusing to us, but in the Greek, You can tell which function each word of the sentence has by the form of the word – it has certain endings and additions to the root word which tell you its role …

In vs. 5, the Greek says: THIS have mindset/attitude in you that is in Christ Jesus. 

WHAT Attitude or Mindset are you to have? Paul emphasized THIS ONE by putting the object first! 


So… Which attitude? The one just described! READ vs.2-4!

THIS is the attitude that you are to have in Christ Jesus! 

THE vs.2-4 Attitude! That is the essence of the THIS in vs. 5 – So, please understand: Before Paul even describes what Christ did for you & me; He explained the principle. He gave principle & application then illustration. 


LIVE IN Humble unity by lovingly serving one another sacrificially.




HAVE  THAT ATTITUDE, that way of thinking IN YOU!!
 But WHY?!

Because that was the attitude of Christ Jesus!

CHRIST thought of you and me as being more important than Himself! He lived that out! 


Christ treated your needs and mine as being more important than His own! He lived that out!




And HE did all that – for His rightful enemies! That we might be saved by faith in Him!
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. Christ’s Example to Follow        (REPEAT)
Look at vs.6-8 (Christ Jesus…)

a. For those of you who were not here Last Sunday night… we looked at Jesus as God & Man
We primarily looked at Hebrews 2, but I also explained the details of vs. 6-7 of our text. When it says that Jesus was in the Form of God – the Greek is being very precise: Jesus was and is Totally 100% God. 




And then in the next verse, Paul explains that Jesus became, or took to himself, the FORM – same word – of a servant, which he goes on to explain means humanity. So, Jesus, who was 100% God, took to Himself 100% Humanity, and became the God-Man.

But consider this. John 1 tells us that in the beginning was the WORD – and the WORD was with God and WAS GOD. Jesus is identified as that Word. He Was and IS God from Eternity Past. And then John says: All things came into being BY HIM, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being! In other words: All things were created by and through CHRIST – God the Son!

So Get this… God the Son SPOKE into existence the Star: UY Scuti and all the galaxies of the universe, including our Sun … And All by the Word of His power! THAT SAME DIVINE PERSON – in all His AWESOME Power and Glory – Did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped or hung onto!

Do you understand the power of this?! 
YOU can’t even begin to fathom the size of our own Sun – let alone the size of the largest stars we have discovered! And YET the God who spoke that into existence HAD THIS ATTITUDE – That He Treated you and me as more important than Himself – He treated your salvation and mine as more important than HIS Eternal Divine Right to Glory, power and worship!?! 
b. SO OFTEN, you don’t really believe that others are more important… 




      You think your rights ARE more important, and so you put yourself first!
But can you even begin to compare your rights to those of Christ?! 

You are a puny mortal being of flesh on this speck of dirt we call earth… And Jesus Christ was and is the Eternal Son of God who spoke the unimaginable depth and width of all creation into existence! HE GAVE UP HIS RIGHTS TO Heavenly worship and honor and power and glory – to live on this speck! He emptied Himself of His Divine rights, and became a Human. He grew up as a child with SINFUL Parents, Sinful brothers & sisters, and sinful friends! And then HE died the cursed death on the cross, not to save His friends, but to save His rebellious creatures who had become His enemies! 
THAT is Humility!  And THAT is the attitude which God requires of you and me!

Sure… you have rights… Sure, you may actually be more important than others due to your strength, good looks, intellect, work or popularity! But if you are redeemed in Christ… 



IF you are gripped by the awesome salvation that you were given by faith (all as a gift) – then you also are commanded to empty yourself of those rights – 









so that you might glorify God by considering others more important than yourself!
 
So, what does that look like? 
How do you sacrificially love your enemies, and view them as more important than yourself?


Watchman Nee tells a story which illustrates this attitude well: There was a Christian brother in China who had his rice field on a hill. During the growing season, he used a hand-worked water wheel to lift water from the irrigation stream that ran by the base of the hill all the way up to his field. His neighbor had two fields below his, and one night he made a hole in the dividing wall to fill up his own two fields. The Christian farmer was distressed. But he laboriously pumped water up into his own field, only to have the act of stealing repeated. This happened 3 or 4 times in a row! At last he consulted his Christian brethren. “What shall I do?” he asked. “I have tried to be patient and not retaliate. Isn’t it right for me to confront him?” 

The Christians prayed, and one of them replied, “If we only try to do the right thing, then surely we are very poor Christians,” he said, “We have to do something MORE than what is right.”

The Christian farmer was impressed with this advice. So the next day he went out and first pumped water for the two fields below his and THEN, after that, worked throughout the afternoon to fill his own field. From that day on the water stayed in his field, and in time the neighbor, after making inquiries as to what caused him to behave in such a fashion, and soon the neighbor also became a Christian. 
THAT is humility which is worthy of the Gospel of Christ (vs.27) 
Our anonymous Brother in Christ from China was right: 









It isn’t enough to simply do what is right, we have to do something more! 
THINK ABOUT IT… IT would have been completely RIGHT and JUST for Christ to have stayed in Heaven and condemned you to eternal torment in the fires of Hell! But in Humility He loved us enough to leave what was rightly His… He gave up that place of worship and glory to become a man, and to die – to save sinners like you and me!

AND THAT IS WHAT WE CELEBRATE AT THIS Table!




We celebrate the sacrifice which brings life to sinners like you and me!
Conclusion:







IS CHRIST YOUR SAVIOR?!
Have you given up trying to live this life for yourself? 
Have you admitted that you are a sinner in need of a Savior?

You are! We all are! You must repent and turn away from living life your own way, and you must instead turn to put your faith and Trust in JESUS Alone! 
· HE lived the life of perfect obedience that you could never live! 
· And HE died the Hellish death of God’s wrath that you and I deserve to die.
· And HE rose again to secure the victory over sin, Satan and Death itself!!

 DO NOT DELAY! Repent and Believe! 


And for those of you who have believed, and who have professed your faith as members of God’s Covenant and Church… You must never forget this sacrifice of Christ! 

For in Christ you find both your salvation, and your example!






If you trust Him for the first, He will enable you to follow for the second!


LOOK TO JESUS for salvation, and Trust Him for the strength you need to follow Him in all of life!




… For He has done everything to SAVE you Eternally!  AMEN.
